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[NA FAR LAND OF PERPETUAL CE 
Manow AND vila Wien A Caez 


OH, HERE'S 
SOMETHING. 


YOU'RE 
SCARING THE 
LITTLE GIRL, BELLE. 
WE MUST LOOK A 
FRIGHT AFTER ALL 


A (e) 

Y COULD RELEASE 

4 ALL MANNER OF 

=—| TERRIBLE THINGS, 

INCLUDING AN ANCIENT 

DARKNESS ONLY 

RECENTLY 
MBED. _~ 


I'm 
BELLFLOWER, 
AND THIS IS 
MY HUSBAND, 
DUNSTER 


z WE WERE 
FRIENDS OF YOUR 
GRANDFATHER. 


ONE 
OF THE GRAND- 
CHILDREN. 


WE'RE ; 
SORRY FOR 
YOUR LOSS. 


AND NOW / MAYBE 
; WE HAVE TO SEE WHO V IT WILL BE 
IT'S TRUE. : DID. , HAS TO BE THE NEX’7_ MY BROTHER 
HE SAVED US ALL )ae NORTH WIND. Z 
IN THE END. Z 


WELL, ANYWAY, I HAVE TO GO HOME 
NOW. I WAS SUPPOSED TO TAKE SOMETHING 
BACK WITH ME, BUT THERE'S NOTHING ELSE 
HERE BUT THE LITTLE BOX. 


SPENDING 
THE LAST RESERVES 
OF OUR POWERS TO 


STAY ALIVE. WHEN YOUR 
GRANDFATHER BEGGED 
OUR HELP, HE FORGOT To 
MENTION THAT SMALL Zot 
DETAIL. 


, 
‘ ) 

oe] S 
=< "1 


WE'VE BEEN 
TRAPPED HERE FOR > 
A LONG TIME, WITH NO ; 

WAY TO ESCAPE. 


NEED A PRIZE TOTAKE . COULD 
BACK WITH ME, BECAUSE BE-- 


ca THOSE ARE THE 
, RULES. 
YOU KNOW 
THE WAY OUT OF 


LAST MUCH Je 


j I'M NOT S'POSED TO \/ 
WE CAN'T Mise TO STRANGERS, BUT ‘ YOU TWO 


THIS LAND? 
YY j 


e | 

; BUT I CAN 

GO HOME W/THOUT 
KNOWING THE WAY. IT'S LIKE 
FOLLOWING A STRING, ONLY 
THERE'S NOT REALLY 
A STRING. 
</ 


HE EMERALD CITY, GRAND 
(NEANWHILE.., Tone GLORIOUS CAPITAL 
OF THE PAN OZIAN EMPIRE, 
WHERE TIMES HAVE NEVER 


BEEN BRIGHTER OR BETTER 
THAN THEY ARE NOW. 


CIF YOU SAY OTHERWISE, 
YOU'RE SUBJECT TO 
ARREST.) 


= 
= 


lia 


HIS AUGUST AND 
CELESTIAL MAJESTY, 
THE GREAT AND POWERFUL 
ROQUAT, HAS DECREED THAT 
ALL RATIONS WILL BE 
DECREASED BY ONE- 

THIRD! 


I~ _ FURTHER 
PROOF THAT WE 
ARE LIVING IN AN AGE 
OF ABUNDANCE AND 
: PLENTY! 


OTHERWISE 
COULD THERE BE 
SO MUCH WASTE TO 
TRIM FROM OUR 

_ DAILY BREAD? 


| aaa 


FREvEMPTION HOUSE, A.K.A. 
THE CENTRAL PRISON. 


os _ a 
A (ANY ENTER, PRECIOUS 
FEW EVER LEAVE. 


e 


THE QUICKER 
YOU CONFESS TO ALL 
YOUR CRIMES, THE SOONER I'LL 


THE MOST HUMANE FORM 
OF EXECUTION FOR YOU, BAEC ATIONG 
dive” © 


PLANNING MY EXECUTION? 


YOU'RE MY DEFENSE , 


ATTORNEY! 


— 3 
WHICH IS WHY Wi 
I'M ON YOUR SIDE-- VY CAUGHT A 


IN THIS CASE, FIGHTING , BIT OF LUCK, 
TO SECURE AN EASY H 
DEATH FOR YOU. 


THE YOOFP, 
OUR CHIEF 
DISPOSER 


VACATION, THE 
PROPAGANDA 
MINISTRY 


: 
$ i iy 
— ALLEGEDLY! 
oF 
Y/ 
| 
7 


y 
| } SO THAT'S 
AT LEAST ONE OF 
THE MORE GRUESOME 
DEATHS ALREADY OFF 
THE TABLE. 


I CAN - 
SCARCE BELIEVE \taag 
HOW LUCKY T 

AM. , 


SUPPOSED TO BE ON 

My SIDE, I HATE TO SEE 

WHAT THE PROSECUTING 
ATTORNEY'S GOING TO 


NOW, 

WE KNOW you 
KILLED AT LEAST 
ONE MEMBER OF 

THE IMPERIAL 

AIR PATROL. 


¢ “a J 
WHAT ABOUT 
THIS BUSINESS WHAT 
OF HELPING WORK "CAN YOU TELL 


GANG PRISONERS US ABOUT 
ESCAPE? 


AND ONE THING MY DAUGHTER 
KNOWS WITH ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY 
IS WE'LL eat aed GIVE UP UNTIL 


LISTEN HERE, 
YOU JUMPED-UP 
INSIGNIFICANT 
BLOWHOLE! 


WINTER 
IS LOST OUT 
THERE, WAIT- 
ING FOR US 
TO FIND 


THIS TRAINING--THE \ / 

SEARCH FOR OUR NEW VY PERCENTAGE 
NORTH WIND--YOU HAD OF CASUALTIES 
TO KNOW ITWAS A A WAS ALL BUT 
DANGEROUS INEVITABLE 

BUSINESS. — 


IF YOU THINK FOR A MOMENT 
I'M GOING TO ALLOW ANY ONE OF MY 
CHILDREN TO BE BLITHELY WRITTEN OFF 

_ AS ACCEPTABLE LOSSES --/ 


NOW THAT WINTER'S ~/ I'M SORRY IF THAT SEEMS WE'RE ENTIRE WORLDS 


LOST, AND IN ALL PROBA- VY OVERLY CALLOUS, BUT THIS IS PICKING Y CAN LIVE OR DIE, 
BILITY DEAD, IT'S EVEN MORE AVITAL UNDERTAKING, WHAT, BY ANY DEPENDING ON 
IMPORTANT THAT WE FOCUS & ECLIPSING BY FAR THE NEEDS DEFINITION, , WHAT WISDOM WE 

OUR EFFORTS ON THE AND CONCERNS OF ANY IS A NEW CAN SUMMON IN 
OTHERS. < SINGLE FAMILY. GOD. ee af 


NOT 
ANYMORE. 


SNOW'S RIGHT. ~ A? ; 
UNTIL WE FIND WINTER, \ TESTING IS ON S/N you 
WE'RE NOLONGER HOLD--MAYBE | ¥ - Y \ (CAN'T MEAN 
PICKING ANYONE FORA OUTRIGHT THAT! 
ANY THING. CANCELLED. . T= = 
e+ 


IF ALL BUT ONE MUST D/E IN orDER S 
TO FIND THE NEW NORTH WIND, THAT'S NOT 
JUST “ACCEPTABLE LOSSES,” TO USE 
YOUR OWN TERM. 


COSMICALLY 
SPEAKING, IT'S 
A BARGAIN 


GENEROSITY. A.) 
a 


HUMAN BY ANY STRETCH OF 
THE DEFINITION. THE QUICKER 


Fk. You LEARN THAT, THE EASIER 
Ss IT WILL BE IN THE LONG 


OL 4 > INTERESTING 
<— 2 === -( DEVELOPMENTS, EH? 


IF THEY'RE KILLING THEMSELVES IN PATIENCE WE WERE RIGHT 
THE PROCESS OF TEST/NG, THAT'S FEWER IS PAYING , TO HOLD OFF TAKING A 
WE'LL HAVE TO WINNOW OUT WHEN WE'RE DIRECT HAND. 


WE'LL SEE, LORD 
ZEPHYRUS. 
DIRECTLY ON OUR THINGS. 


HANDS. \) eer, 


ye YOU'RE 
! HANGED 
‘ ) . : 
N j 4, 


AND 
THAT'S GOOD 
NEWS WH”, 

EXACTLY? 


IF YOU CONFESS, AND TELL THEM A BOWL OF SLEEP PORRIDGE, AND THEN, 
WHERE ALL OF YOUR COMPATRIOTS WHILE YOU'RE ASLEEP, SOMEONE COMES 
hb ARE, I THINK I CAN GET YOU AN IN AND WHACKS YOU IN THE BACK OF YOUR 
EVEN BETTER DEAL! HEAD UNTIL YOU'RE DEAD. 


YOU'LL NEVER 


FEEL A THING. HOW 
GOOD IS THAT? 


"FORGET "1, 


YOUR 
COMPASSION ¥ MOUTHPIECE. I've Vee 
KNOWS NO GOT NOTHING TO 3 ee CEN 
CONFESS AND NO gente 
ONE TO RAT - 
OUT. 


JUST CALL YOUR 
HANGMAN AND LET'S 
GET ON WITH IT. 


lotete) 


THREE WEEKS TO THE 
DAY AFTER WINTER 
DISAPPEARED... 


1 you 
vO tVEL , CAME BACK 


TO US! 


THE WORLD WITH 
THE UPSIDE-DOWN 
MOUNTAINS. 


SORRY IT TOOK SO 
LONG, BUT I GOT ALITTLE 
TURNED AROUND IN THAT 
ONE PLACE. 


DON'T BE SILLY. 


YOU'VE cbse at a BROKE THE 


! 
RULES! I GOT 


LOST AND WENT 

FAR AWAY--WAY 

FARTHER THAN WE 
\ WERE ALLOWED 

: TO! j 


I WENT TOO FAR, AND 
THEN THERE WAS A BOX 
THEY TOLD ME NOT TO 
OPEN, AND-- 


THE 
CASKET OF 
PRIMORDIAL 


SHE FOUND THE ~~ BUT EVEN WE'VE WHEN MISTER NORTH 
HOMELAND OF © NEVER BEEN THERE. EVEN TELL ME RECRUITED US TO HELP 
THE NORTH? 4 IF WE KNEW WHERE TO LOOK, ABOUT IT. OUT WITH HIS SACRIFICE, HE 
WE'D NEVER SURVIVE CONVENIENTLY FORGOT TO 
THE JOURNEY. MENTION THERE WAS 
NO WAY BACK FROM 
THERE. 


THANK YOU, 


EXCEPT ~~ Z YOUNG LADY. WE OWE 
WITH LITTLE \ YOU A GREAT DEBT-- ONE 
MISS WINTER'S \ 7 WE INTEND TO REPAY 
HELP. / SOMEDAY. 


IM THE ONE 
WHO GETS TO 


Ss 
onl 


eS, | 
w Yl ~~ :) || 
S \ A NN 


, ( Kins Better 
\ GO FETCH YouR 
BROTHER. 


YES, IT'S 
CORRECT THAT 
WE DO YOU THE 
PROPER HONORS, 

AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 


= 
(i b 
7 ASETBACK, \y 
a WOULDN'T YOU 
WN SAY? 


AY’ / i 
Za Ze” MIND THE 
= — 

ts \ ae 


Ne 


HE V/ 
EMPIRE, THE CRIMINAL BUF KIN, 
DESERTER FROM THE AIR 
GUARD, IS SENTENCED 
TO DEATH BY 
HANGING. 


Me: 


SENTENCE 
TO BE EXECUTED 
FORTHWITH AND 
WITHOUT 
DELAY. 


CONDEMNED 
HAS ANY FINAL 
WORDS, SAY 
THEM NOW. 


NICE SPEECH. 


aw 
AND, FOR THE 
RECORD, T WAS 
JUST GETTING WARMED 
UP WITH MY LAST 


en ) 
ie 
> 
<p 


I La - 


NEXT: MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL. 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


BILL 
WILLINGHAM 


“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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